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Carson: Florida, Promoter of Cuban Liberty

FLORIDA, PROMOTER OF CUBAN LIBERTY
By R UBY L EACH C ARSON
Florida’s geographical peculiarities have resulted always in giving her a colorful history, and at
no time has this been more evident than during the
Cuban War of Independence, previous to American
intervention. This period, from 1895 to 1898, has
provided inspiration for many books and articles
about the Cuban Juntas formed in the United States
and about their filibustering enterprises. Because
Florida’s ragged outline forms an arm which Uncle
Sam extends into the affairs of Spanish America,
it was inevitable that Cuban insurrectionists should
lean heavily upon this arm after they declared their
independence from Spain. An effort to assemble
and weigh facts pertaining to Florida’s part in this
interesting epoch brings the surprising discovery
that there is no summary of Florida’s contribution
to be found in recorded history, and that this contribution was of vital importance to Cuba in her
successful struggle for freedom from Spain.
No story of this struggle is complete without an
account of the activity of the Florida committee of
the Cuban Junta ; of the leadership of Florida’s
statesman, United States Senator Wilkinson Call;
and of the filibustering miracles 1 achieved by Florida’s man of destiny, Napoleon B. Broward. The
names of Wilkinson Call and Napoleon B. Broward
should rank with the names of the great Cuban paThis paper was read before the last annual meeting of the Florida
Historical Society.
1. It is interesting to note that Charles E. Chapman, A History
of the Cuban Republic, p. 83 (N. Y. 1923), uses neither the
word “Florida” nor the word “filibuster” when telling about
the way in which help came from America at that time. He
says that “expedition after expedition” took “invaluable aid
to the patriots”, despite the “vigilance of the United States
officials, who were faithfully endeavoring to enforce neutrality laws”.
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triots who participated in the Cuban War of
Independence.
Because of her proximity, which provides similarity of climate, Florida by 1895 had gathered
thousands of Cubans to her hospitable shores. Some
came because the cigar factories in Key West and
Tampa offered jobs. Others had fled the homeland
after the Ten Years War (1868-1878) had failed to
result in a Republic of Cuba. Of these, Horatio S.
Rubens, while relating his experience as attorney
for the Junta in the New York headquarters, has
this to say:
For Cubans in flight from their homes and
Spanish penalties for the uprising, Key West
quickly became a favored settlement. Many
emigrees scattered, it is true, to other parts of
the United States, and to all the SpanishAmerican countries as well. But great numbers gravitated to Key West for two very human, almost wistful, reasons. Homesick, they
could stand on the shoreline and very nearly
see their homeland. And the Florida climate,
being similar to the Cuban climate, cheered
their distraught hearts.
Key West began to grow conspicuously when
Cuban cigar makers settled there. Each family of a skilled worker had a little house built
of wood; it might be owned or rented. Employment on piece-work was constant and remunerative. The workmen and their families
were happy after a fashion, being able to live
decently, safe moreover from Spanish dominion, able also to set aside something for a sort
of Biblical tithe, to contribute to funds to support the next crusade to free Cuba. 2
2. Horatio S. Rubens, Liberty, The Story of Cuba, p. 13 (N.
Y. 1932).

I
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Investigation of those who came to Florida from
Cuba to work in cigar factories involves a peek into
the Congressional Record concerning the proceedings of the Cuba and Florida immigration investigation at Havana and Key West, December 28 to
31, 1892. In this report there are few “distraut
hearts,” since the persons generally concerned are
cigar workers who went to Florida voluntarily, and
not those who fled for safety.
Cubans looked upon Florida almost as a part of
their own country at that time, according to this
testimony taken by the Senate committee through
subcommittees.
Florida’s Senator Wilkinson Call, as a member
of the subcommittee, was present and assisted in
the investigation which concerned the danger of disease being transmitted into the United States. The
report made to the committee by Ramon O. Williams, consul-general of the United States at Havana, includes his statement that more Cubans go
to Florida than to northern ports 3. He said:
Because in the first place, there are a great
many Cubans coming from families which formerly lived in Florida; they are descendants of
old families which formerly lived in Florida ;
they are descendants of old Floridians. When
Florida came under the flag of the United States
under the treaty of 1819 a great many families
would not live under the American flag and they
came over here; and there are a great many
very good families in Havana and out in the
country here who came from those people, and
3. Proceedings of the Cuba and Florida Immigration Investigation, the Senate Committee of Immigration, the Senate
Committee on Epidemic Diseases, and the House Committee
on Immigration and Naturalization, Acting Jointly Through
Subcommittees at Havana, Cuba, and at Keg West, Fla.,
December 28 to 31, 1892. pp. 4, 5 and 6.
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this office has been at times filled with them
coming in here to get papers to visit their
friends in Florida.
Other extracts from Mr. Williams’ testimony
point to the importance of Florida to Cubans, to
the effect of this upon United States industry, and
to the reason for the existence of Tampa’s Ybor
City. They are in part as follows:
. . . . The people here look upon Florida as so
much a part of their own country that very
often they come here and say, ‘I want to go to
the Key’, (meaning Key West), just as in Baltimore they would say, ‘I am going over to
Washington’.
I recollect Mr. Ebor [Ybor]. When the insurrection broke out in 1868 the volunteers
went and mobbed him because he was doing
business with the United States. He established a place in Key West in order to avail himself of the difference of duty provided by our
tariff. The volunteers mobbed him so he finally resolved to move to Key West; then he went
to Tampa and built a factory there; then he
bought land out back of Tampa and built Ebor
City. . . . .
. . . . They love the personal benefit they derive
from the presence of the United States flag.
. . . . All of those who establish themselves
there, and who live in accordance with the law,
reside there five years, and become entitled to
citizenship. 4
This testimony from the Congressional Record,
together with the quotation from Mr. Rubens’book,
sets the stage for Florida’s part in the Cuban War
4. It is to be understood that this testimony was taken in the
office of the consul-general of the U.S.A. at Havana.
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of Independence. The peninsula which had changed
its flag from Spanish to American in 1821 was now
the home and the visiting place for thousands of
Cuban families. Having given a good account of
themselves in Florida, the Cubans won the respect
and friendship of Florida’s citizens.
Florida became strong in her sympathy for Cuba
because there were more Cubans here, (as already
proved) ; because the Floridians were better
acquainted with the situation and therefore more
eager to lend a hand ; because Florida was closer
geographically, and finally because Florida had
thousands of tricky inlets, bays, harbors, keys and
other coast-line assets for the sporty business of
filibustering. Thus Florida’s residents became filibusters, they protected filibustering, and they sat
on juries that refused to convict for filibustering.
Florida’s people felt that the United States should
officially recognize the fact that a state of war existed, so that belligerent rights could be granted the
Cuban government. A declaration of neutrality by
the United States would have made possible an adequate and open shipment of arms and ammunition
to the Cubans.
It was an eloquent voice from Florida, speaking
before the United States Senate in Washington, that
told the world of this fact of Cuban plight and
American injustice. For Senator Call, speaking
for himself and his constituency, was the Henry
Clay of this revolution. As Henry Clay is the
American statesman revered and honored in LatinAmerica because of his speeches in the United
States Senate, so should Wilkinson Call be the
American statesman remembered by Cubans for
being the first and the foremost to urge in the
United States Senate that belligerent rights be accorded the Cuban government in the 1895 revolt.
274
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Senator Call introduced the resolution urging
this with a brilliant speech supporting the resolution, on December 5, 1895. In a speech made December 10, 1896, he urges the recognition of the
independence of the Republic of Cuba. A moving speech made January 6, 1897, finds him still
pleading eloquently.
“This Government is actually giving aid and
comfort to the Spaniards against the Cubans,”
was a startling statement included in his first
speech. 5 He continues :
We allow munitions of war to be bought by
Spain, we allow ships to be fitted out, we allow
Spain to purchase whatever is necessary in the
way of supplies to continue the war, but the
Cubans are prohibited from doing so, and the
whole power of our government is exercised
to deprive them of these rights in this territory.
I say there is no ground of public law and no
ground of public policy in respect to our relations, present and future, with the island of
Cuba, which justify it. I say there is no ground
of justice which permits it; no ground of humanity that would tolerate it. It will be a disgrace to our country if a people following our
example, acting upon advice, a people who can
claim that every line in our Declaration of Independence furnishes a parallel to their own
case, shall by our aid and our acquiescence, be
permitted to be crushed, their women and children murdered, and merciless war maintained
against them. What of the arrest and trial
upon suspicion of citizens, subjects of Spain or
American citizens, and their transportation to
5. Speech of the Hon. Wilkinson Call, of Florida, in the Senate
of the United States, December 5, 1895, p. 10, (Washington,
1895.) For a sketch of Senator Call see this Quarterly XII,
95, 179.
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the penal colony of Spain, with all its horrors?
Mr. President, I hope the Committee on Foreign Relations will take this subject into consideration. I hope it will not postpone action,
but that it will be moved by these considerations to report at an early day in favor of the
joint resolution which I introduced, or some
other measure that will accord to the people of
Cuba the same rights in our territory and our
courts that are now given to Spain - the rights
which a neutral Government accords whenever
there is a condition of civil war.
Senator Call had opened this speech with the
observation that the island of Cuba is within a few
hours’ travel of the southern boundary of the
United States; that it, with the adjacent keys upon
the coast of Florida, constitutes, according to all
military authority, the absolute control and power
over the Gulf of Mexico. He declared that Cuba
is perhaps the most fertile region on the globe, capable of sustaining a population of eight or ten millions; and that the climate is adapted to the highest
physical development of man. He then drew a picture of its miserable condition at the time of its
War of Independence.
Giving Spain credit for her ancient chivalry, Senator Call said that their courage, their fortitude,
their self-denial, their earnest convictions, and their
enthusiastic patriotism are all possessed by their
Cuban descendants, and these qualities make their
struggle for freedom the more desperate and the
more certain of success. The following extract from
this famous speech includes a tribute to the Cuban
people and one to Jose Marti - the Cuban known
as the father of the Cuban War of Independence,
also as Cuba’s poet-martyr, as the organizer of the
Cuban junta in the United States and as “the
Master” :
276
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For more than a half century the people of
Cuba have been endeavoring to free themselves,
as other Spanish colonies have done, from the
control of the European government. They
have exhibited a degree of patriotism, of courage, of capacity, equal to any which has been
presented in the records of history. They are
a people of quick and lively intelligence, easily
susceptible of education in the higher branches
of learning, and with the opportunity they have
had, their progress is remarkable. They have
presented some of the most conspicuous instances of patriotism, of courage, and of ability
which are to be found in history.
The late Jose Marti, whose life was given
disinterestedly to the cause of his fellow-countrymen, is second scarcely to any character in
the pages of history: a man of distinguished
learning; a man of independent fortune, devoting his entire life to the relief of his people
from despotic government, from misgovernment, from cruelty, he is justly regarded as the
patriot martyr of that country.
On December 9, 1896, Senator Call introduced in
the Senate and House a resolution that read, in part,
as follows: “Resolved . . . . That the United States
of America recognizes the Republic of Cuba as a
free and independent government and accords to the
people of Cuba all the rights of a sovereign and
independent government in the ports and within
the jurisdiction of the United States.”
He had less patience by now, and didn’t stop to
tell where Cuba was. He simply said: “Mr. President, since I have been a member of the Senate, for
the last eighteen years, I have been introducing
resolutions at every session for some action on the
part of the Government of the United States which
277
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would relieve the Island of Cuba from the difficulties of the government under which she has existed
up to this time.”
He reminded the Senate that he had proposed
that Cuba should be purchased, not to be annexed
to the United States, but to be rendered independent by the guaranty of her bonds by the Government
of the United States. He said that he had come to
the Senate at the conclusion of the Ten Years’War
in Cuba, in 1878, when Cubans had been induced
to lay down their arms only by promise of autonomy or self-government. Ten years had expired, the
Senator pointed out, and the same condition of
things continued in the island. The same feeling of
revolt, of opposition to the rule of the Spanish government, continued. Here are some extracts from
this speech :
Mr. President, what reason can be given for
not taking some action recognizing the fact that
here are a people who have established a government for themselves? Who has a right to
say that because it is or is not a civil government, but a military government, it shall not
be recognized? . . . .
. . . hundreds of American citizens have been
lanquishing for months and months in the jails
and castles of Cuba, and have been transported to Ceuta -American citizens entitled to the
protection of this Government.
Mr. President, I can see no reason whatever
for failing to make promptly this recognition
of an existing fact, the independence of Cuba,
and giving it as a government the same rights
that are accorded to Spain in the ports and
jurisdiction of the United States. If you do not
choose you need not amend your neutrality laws.
278
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It is Senator Call’s next thought that represents
the feeling about the Cubans that prevailed throughout Florida at this time - the belief in Cuba’s ability to take care of herself if given the chance. The
Senator continued :
Cuba does not need anything but the privilege to enter into the ports of the United States
and purchase arms and munitions of war. She
needs no organized forces from here. She is
able to maintain herself, and if she were not
that is not our concern. It is sufficient for us
that they have an organized government ; 6 that
they maintain dominion over two-thirds of the
island ; that they confine the Spanish government to the garrison towns upon the coast; that
with all the powers of Spain at a distance of
3,000 miles it has been found impossible to:
subjugate the revolutionists. 7
In his speech of January 6, 1897, Senator Call
was exceedingly indignant over the unlawful imprisonment of citizens of the United States by the
Spanish authorities in Cuba. Julio Sanguilly, a
Cuban who had become a citizen of the United
6. Although the revolution was formerly launched with the
grito de Baire on February 24, 1895, it was not until the
following July 15 that independence was formerly declared
and not until September that a constitution was drawn up.
It had a council of six members. Although a Cuban Assembly, composed of delegates from the Army, had four months
previously elected Bartolome Maso as president, the new
Council now made Salvador Cisneros president. Later Maso
was again made president. See Chapman, History of the
Cuban Republic, p. 82.
7. Chapman is not as much of a Cuban enthusiast as Call.
On page 77 he writes: “And yet, at the time of Marti’s death
an unbiased observer would hardly have conceded the Cubans
much prospect of success . . . . . In other respects as well,
the resources of Spain were far superior, while the Cubans
themselves were by no means unanimous for independence.”
The reader cannot forget that Chapman made his deductions
by looking backward from 1907 whereas Call was speaking
in 1896 from personal observations and experiences.
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States, who was not participating in the war but
who was in Cuba when arrested, had been in Cabanas prison for the twenty-three months preceding
Senator Call’s resolution before the Senate that the
President of the United States demand his release.
Senator Call also protested against the death of
Charles Govin, a citizen of the United States who
had been tied to a tree and chopped to pieces by the
military forces of Spain. In conclusion he declared :
While we do not advocate nor desire war, we
are satisfied that there are worse things than
war. If any part of the country be exposed to
the possible chance of injury in a condition of
war, it would be the peninsular of Florida, but
her people are courageous, her people are a
Christian people, her people sympathize with
the progress of mankind, with liberal institutions, with republican governments, with patriotism, with the sentiment which would make
the Stars and Stripes the symbol of power and
protection to the citizen of the United States
wherever the sun shines.
Rubens, whose self-centered story of Cuba in his
book “Liberty” gives Florida only occasional pats
on the back, (and then without any apparent conception of their significance), admits on page 224
that “the first efforts to concede the right of belligerency came with the resolution proposed by Senator Call of Florida on December 3, 1895, with the
remark, ‘This Government is actually giving aid and
comfort to the Spaniards against the Cubans’.”
In Rubens’ Chapter I there is the statement, in
his book’s very first sentences, that “in Key West
. . . . began the preliminary skirmishes of that Cuban
revolution which held stubbornly against surprising
odds until independence was won for the Island.”
280
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This was late in 1893. The story of Rubens’ experience in Key West in 1894 concerned the story
of a strike of the Key West tobacco workers. Spanish laborers had been imported to be strike breakers, and Jose Marti, as head of the Cuban Junta in
New York for the two years preceding, had sent
attorney Rubens down to Key West to straighten
out the trouble. It seems that since the Key West
Cubans had been contributing their savings to the
Junta, the Spanish agents took advantage of the
strike to “lure rapacious American politicians to
sustained blows against Cuban solidarity.”
Says Rubens : “One of the strongest units of the
Cuban Revolutionary Party admittedly centred in
Key West.” And this: “NO more proof is needed
to establish that the events of 1894 were the results
of the machinations of a few . . . than the sympathy
subsequently displayed by Key West with the cause
of Cuba. As a matter of fact, nowhere was the
loyalty of Key West to the Cuban cause exceeded.”
The Junta’s committee in Key West, with which
Rubens dealt, was composed of Fernando Figueredo, Jose Dolores Poyo, Teodoro Perez, Miguel A.
Zaldivar and Manuel P. Delgado. “Later,” explains Rubens, “Delgado was to perform most delicate detail work for me and receive special commendation from Marti.”
Committees such as the foregoing were the lifeblood of the Cuban War of Independence, and most
of the New York Junta’s committees were in Florida. They supplied the money and just about everything else. Chapman states that there were sixtyone such clubs in Key West and fifteen in Tampa,
and it was on another page that he emphasizes the
importance to the Cubans of these clubs, He, like
the other writers on this subject, states facts point281
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ing to Florida’s importance, without any interest in
the conclusions to be drawn from them.
Chapman says, page 75:
In 1892 Marti reorganized the Cuban Junta
in New York City, with Estrada Palma as its
president. Other clubs were formed subordinate to this in various parts of the world, but
especially in Florida, where a great many
Cubans were congregated. There were sixtyone such clubs in Key West and fifteen in Tampa. Funds were solicited for the cause, especially from Cubans in the United States, many of
whom contributed a tenth to all their earnings.
In this connection, Chapman states that all seemed to be in readiness for the formal launching of the
revolution in 1894, but that the United States government seized the three vessels that the Junta had
equipped.
Hudson Strode, with phraseology similar to
Chapman’s, has this to say concerning the starting
of the revolution on February 24, 1895:
It began precisely when it did . . . because a
Cuban living in New York named Jose Julian
Marti decided the time was ripe. 8
And Chapman had already written: “The war
started at the precise time it did, because of the
organization genius of Jose Marti . . .”
But Jose Marti had died three months after the
grito de Baire, and when the Florida filibusters appeared upon the scene Estrada Palma was in charge
in New York, capably keeping faith with Marti’s
memory and with the Cuban patriots.
Of a romantic interest that rivals its historical importance is the story of Florida’s filibustering
8. Hudson Strode, The Pageant of Cuba, p. 115, (N. Y. 1934).
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heroes during the few years that preceded American intervention.
Despite this country’s efforts to observe neutrality in the matter of Cuban revolt against Spanish
rule, ships like the Three Friends, the Dauntless,
the Commodore, the LaGonda and the Paul Jones
transported provisions and armed Cuban refugees
to their troubled island.
From the Writers’ Project’s Fernandina Guide
comes this story of the Paul Jones: “On her way
from Fernandina with arms she was signalled by
the U. S. S. Vesuvius to come alongside. The Paul
Jones replied that the sea was too rough. ‘Keep
circling until the water is calmer’, replied the warship. The circles were made, wider and wider, until
dusk came, and the Paul Jones put out all lights
and headed for the open sea.”
The railroad official who managed the “railroading” of the Cubans and supplies to their ports of
departure was the clever Alphonso Fritot. Sometimes the trips would be made at night and the cars
darkened. Upon one occasion pursuing detectives
were put in a separate car and the Cubans’car was
uncoupled and switched. A Cuban in Jacksonville
whose name became famous throughout Florida was
Senor Jose Huau, (pronounced Wow). He was a
cigar maker and the rear of his place of business
on Jacksonville’s Bay and Main streets was the
meeting place of the Jacksonville committee of the
Cuban Junta.
A Jacksonville attorney who played an important part in this filibustering performance was J. M.
Barrs, counsel for the Browards. Then there was
Jacksonville’s W. A. Bisbee, owner of the Dauntless
which had the negro captain; and there was Captain
“Dynamite Johnny” O’Brien, employed as a sort
of fleet commander, to be shifted from one vessel
283
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to another. Albert G. Robinson 9 lists O’Brien’s first
trip as having been made March 15, 1896, on the
Bermuda, with General Calixto Garcia on board.
Although Mr. Robinson, in his vague picture of
filibustering activities of this period, praises the
work of Mr. Fritot, he was apparently unaware of
the pro-Cuban activities of Senator Wilkinson Call
and Napoleon B. Broward. He does, however, refer
casually to the Three Friends. He also acknowledges Florida’s sympathy for Cuba when he refers
to the Government’s seizure of the Dauntless and
failure of the effort to indict O‘Brien because “there
was too much sympathy for the Cubans in Florida.”
The discrepancy between the United States
Treasurer’s report and the records of the Cuban
Junta is pleasingly emphasized by Mr. Robinson.
The Junta’s records “very materially” increase
the number of successful expeditions of the
filibusters.
Even John Holladay Latane in his “United
States and Latin America,” published in 1928, was
lured by the Government’s misleading reports stating that. the great majoriy of illegal expeditions
were stopped by “Port officials or intercepted by
the Navy.’’
Professor Latane (p. 156) was of the belief that
the Cubans who sought naturalization in the United
States had done so in order to return to Cuba and
claim American protection.
Some authorities claim that the Dauntless was
the ship that made the most filibustering trips from
Florida. Mr. Bisbee had purchased the Dauntless
at Brunswick, Ga., for $30,000. Since the Junta lent
him the money for the purchase, it took a mortgage
on the tug. Rubens, who handled the deal for the
Junta, had carried the cash from New York to Geor9. Albert G. Robinson, Cuba Old and New, 1915, p. 191.
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gia in the form of thirty 1,000-dollar bills sewed in
the lining of his waistcoat. Bisbee was to receive
$10,000 for each Dauntless landing. We soon cancelled his mortgage.
Rubens tells of using The Three Friends, upon
one occasion, to decoy the watchful revenue cutter
so that the Dauntless could slip out unnoticed. He
tells also of Broward’s great personal popularity.
“The most picturesque and locally popular captain was Napoleon B. Broward,” he writes,
“ . . . . throughout the romantic wanderings of The
Three Friends (it) held the record for having made
the most voyages to the Cuba coast during the running of the Cuban blockade.”
A rugged, statesman-adventurer, Napoleon B.
Broward wrote himself in bold face type across the
pages of Florida history. He had been sea-captain
and sheriff of Duval County before he bcame Florida’s colorful governor, the father of her Everglades
Drainage and finally her choice for the United
States Senate. Orphaned when a child, Broward
had practically raised himself. He had gone down
to the sea in ships since he was seventeen.
At the age of thirty, Captain Broward was appointed sheriff of Duval County to fill out an unexpired term. He was reappointed in 1889, and
elected and re-elected until the year 1900, when he
was elected to the state legislature. He was then
appointed to the State Board of Health, a position
he held until he became Governor of Florida.
In the early nineties, Captain Broward was interested in phosphate mining in Florida. And all
the time he was operating The Three Friends - 1895,
1896 and 1897 - he was a member of the Jacksonville
City Council and later a city police commissioner.
Although the historic tug, The Three Friends,
was designed and built by Napoleon B. Broward,
it was partly owned by his brother, Montcalm Brow285

https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol19/iss3/6

16

Carson: Florida, Promoter of Cuban Liberty

ard, and another Jacksonville man, George A. DeCottes. They were the three friends for whom the
boat was named.
Of the several filibustering ships that took on
contraband cargoes in Florida waters, and ran the
Cuban blockade, this ocean-going tug became the
most famous.
The first of the eight trips made by The Three
Friends is described by Broward in his famous campaign booklet of the year 1904, when he successfully
ran for governor of Florida. He reveals the excitement involved in the bringing together of General
Colasso and his staff, who were being watched by
Pinkerton detectives in Tampa; of arms and ammunition. from a warehouse at Cedar Keys, where
more Pinkerton detectives were watching, and of 65
men from a schooner hiding in the Keys.
The Three Friends was written up later by a reporter in a book that has added greatly to the tug’s
fame. This young author, Ralph D. Paine, was a
Jacksonville boy, the son of a former Jacksonville
minister, the Reverend Samuel Delahaye Paine,
pastor of the Ocean Presbyterian Church. Paine,
as a newspaper correspondent, covered the Cuban
War of Independence, both before and after American intervention. This was the man whom William
Randolph Hearst commissioned to make delivery of
a $2,000 golden, be-jewelled sword to General
Gomez. It is strange that Rubens, who mentions
all the other journalists of importance, ignores this
boy completely.
It was on young Paine’s trip that The Three
Friends, when crowded too close by a Spanish gun
boat, shot its own Hotchkiss field piece and left the
enemy craft disabled and helpless. The harassed
Three Friends left its party and cargo on No Name
Key to be taken to Cuba by the Dauntless and it
returned to Jacksonville where it was taken under
286
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custody of indignant government officials. But to
return to Paine and his $2,000 sword.
He was melancholy over the fact that he carried
the ‘“costly bauble” some 5,000 miles and had been
frightened to death time beyond counting, and must
now turn Mr. Hearst’s two-thousand dollar gift
over to Senor Huau to forward to Maximo Gomez.
The sequel is told. Senor Huau sent the sword to
the wife of General Gomez in San Domingo, and
when she finally was able to present it, Gomez is
supposed to have remarked:
“Ah-h-h, it cost so much money? A trinket good
for nothing? Would I be so shameful as to wear it
instead of my San Domingo machete? Nonsense!
These imbeciles in New York, with two thousand
dollars to waste! It would have bought shoes for
my barefooted men, shirts for their naked backs,
cartridges for their useless rifles. Take it away.
It exasperates me. If the majace, the idiot who
was sent on the stupid errand, had found me in
camp, I should have been tempted to stick him in
the belly with his wretched gold sword!”
Captain Broward’s widow, now living in the
big Broward home at Fort George, can relate
intriguing stories of her late husband’s filibustering experiences.
“The Captain knew the channel of Sister’s
Creek, at the mouth of the St. Johns River, so well
that he could navigate his boat at night, without
lights,” Mrs. Broward revealed. “But in Cuba when deliveries had to be made in the dark, and
with the boat darkened - he needed a pilot. After
he got his boat out of the three-mile limit, he always
covered the name plate with a canvas on which was
printed ‘The Ox’.”
Upon one occasion Broward was nearly delivered into the hands of the enemy in Cuba. “They
were manoeuvering off the coast of Cuba,” said
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Mrs. Broward, “and a Cuban had been taken along
to show them the cove where they were to be met.
There were no lights outside the boat, and a canvas over the boat hid the lights inside. Captain
Broward was in the pilot house peeping through
slits in the canvas. He failed to understand why
the Cuban had given him directions that would
bring vibrations and echoes to his ears. The proper
cove would not have done that. He became uneasy,
realizing that the vibrations were caused by mountains. There were no mountains where he was expected to go.
“ ‘Are you sure we are going straight?’he asked
the Cuban.
" ‘Yes.’
“ ‘When will we be there?’
“ ‘In half an hour.’
“Sensing a betrayal, and also sensing his location, the captain turned the boat around, went back
ten miles and dropped neatly into the desired cove.
Cuban friends on shore, awaiting the provisions,
took charge of the wayward pilot. Captain Broward always carried telescoped boats for his men to
use in making delivery, and upon their return to
The Three Friends, these boats were left to drift.”
Napoleon B. Broward’s baby sister, Hortense,
who is now living at Jacksonville, remembers many
of her brother’s experiences as filibuster, governor
and senator-elect. One can picture her, upon one
occasion, during the filibustering days, running
from her home every half-hour for bulletins from
Key West, where Captain Broward's tug was being
pursued by a Spanish gunboat within sight of Key
West citizens. Everybody in Key West was on the
house tops, watching The Three Friends try to pull
herself out of range of the enemy ship’s guns. The
progress of the race was shouted down from the
housetops, carried to the telegraph office at half288
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hour intervals, and relayed to an excited Jacksonville citizenry.
“He finally got away,” said Miss Hortense, “by
doubling his smoke. He zig-zagged, so that while
the revenue cutter was chasing his smoke in one
direction, Napoleon would be sailing in the opposite direction."
Miss Hortense tells also of the confidence and
respect that Captain Kilgore of the revenue cutter
Boutwell held for her brother. Several times, after
returning from Cuba, The Three Friends would cool
her heels in the Jacksonville harbor, utterly indifferent to the Government’s guns trained upon her.
The tug was generally too busy getting ready for
a trip, or resting from one, to worry about those
guns. When she wanted to go, she would go. Her
captain, Napoleon B. Broward, knew that. So did
Captain Kilgore. That was the trouble. It sometimes got him jittery, and he would at such times
seek out Captain Broward and say:
“Are you going today, Captain Broward?”
“Why, no, not today, Captain Kilgore,” would
be the courteous reply. Kilgore would always feel
that he could relax at least for that day, so great
was his confidence in the word of Captain Broward.
“I’ll let you know when I’m going," the remarkable Broward would say. And he would. But at
such times Kilgore’s efforts to catch him in the act
of filibustering would be frustrated, for The Three
Friends would take on its cargo outside the three
mile limit. The Bermuda was a ship famous for
taking provisions to the smaller tugs and ships running the blockade.
Miss Hortense remembers distinctly how The
Three Friends was built. Napoleon had sent Captain W. H. Roberts to Nassau to get the material mahogany, horse-flesh wood and Madeira, and the
ribs were made there, hand-hewed, according to
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Napoleon’s plans. He had whittled out the model
for his boat.
“I saw the ribs when they arrived, and I saw the
boat built here on Bay Street,” said Miss Hortense.
“It had been intended at first to carry passengers
and freight between here and Nassau, but had only
made one trip before it began running the Cuban
blockade, with provisions and men for the revolution. The boat is in use today, and it still has those
same ribs.”
Possibly the only surviving member of Mr. Broward’s filibustering crew is Robert Walter Bush, who
was interviewed in Miami by me in the Spring of
1940. Mr. Bush said that he made three trips on
The Three Friends, that he made $100 a trip besides
a monthly wage of $40. He recalled the fact that
The Three Friends burned many boxes of fat bacon
whenever it was in a frantic hurry to get up enough
steam to evade a passing steamer or a pursuing
gunboat. “Before we would start with a load to
Cuba, ” Mr. Bush reminisced, “Captain Broward
would line us up and say, ‘Boys, you know what
we’ve got on board, and you know where we are going, and there ain’t no use in my telling you. All
you who don’t want to go fall out of line. If we’re
caught we’ll be shot and no one will know, but if
we get back you’ll get your regular salary and one
hundred dollars will be handed you’.” Mr. Bush
said he did not get scared enough to drop out of line
until after the third trip. He said Broward was a
man who never got nervous about anything.
The method of collecting money from cigar workers in Tampa and Key West was described by Mr.
Bush. When pay day came the employees would
call at one desk for their pay envelope and would
stop at another desk for their contribution to the
Junta. Mr. Bush spoke with deepest affection for
his former captain, and said all who knew him loved
him.
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This brings to mind an incident which Broward
told a close friend of mine before his death. When
he was making the campaign for the office of the
governor of Florida two former members of his filibustering expeditions, who had drifted down to
Central America, had heard of Broward’s desperate
struggle for the governorship, and with difficulty
having made their way back to Jacksonville sought
him out and offered to organize an expedition to
take the capitol at Tallahassee by force. Broward
said they seemed disappointed when he assured
them he did not think that would be necessary.
So famous was Captain Broward’s experiences
with his filbustering tug that when, as Governor,
he attended a conference in Memphis, he was approached by Theodore Roosevelt who made the following remark :
“Governor, have you still got The Three
Friends?”
“Y e s , ” Broward replied.
“W e l l , ” said Mr. Roosevelt, “you ought to
be mighty proud of her. If it had not been for The
Three Friends you would not be governor now.”
“You ought to be proud of her yourself,” Governor Broward retorted, “because if it had not been
for her you would not be president of the United
States now.”
Mention is made by Rubens of that mid-August,
1896, trip of The Three Friends, when 450,000
rounds of ammunition taken to Cuba made it possible for General Maceo at Pinar del Rio to fight
the Spanish unceasingly from August 22nd until
October 10th of that year. Maceo was able to fight
his way through two mountain passes that had been
held by the Spaniards. “A remarkable feat” that
had brought praise from the enemy. 10
10. Horatio S. Rubens, Liberty, The Story of Cuba, p. 263 (N.
Y. 1932).
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This trip of Captain Broward and The Three
Friends was the subject for a full page feature story
in the New York Herald on Sunday, September 20,
1896. It was signed by Benjamin Carico, who stated that arms and ammunition had been landed almost under the guns of one of the enemy’s cruisers.
The ship had been met by 1,500 men under General
Perico Diaz.
“The soldiers of General Diaz thronged about
us, gaunt and hollow eyed and ragged,” said the
writer. “Some of them were bare from the waist
up. Others were in rags that had been patched and
repatched in pitifully rude stitches in the fruitless
effort to hide their nakedness. Through the loops
and rips of their shirts you could see their protruding bones, which they endeavored to conceal with a
vain show of pride. The heads of some of them
were stiff with dull stains of dried blood.”
Facts like the foregoing, gleaned from original
and secondary sources and from interviews, indicate
that Florida was the American spear-head of the
Cuban War of Independence.
Most of the money, ships, brains, courage and sea
ports necessary when filibustering nourished the
Cuban patriots, were Florida’s; so that it would
seem that more than any other state in the Union more than the rest of the United States put together, Florida had promoted Cuban liberty.
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